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DFSGRIPTION OF PLYSICAL APPEARANCE

E22 Park Avenue excmplifies the slmple yet elegant early houses still existing in the
sunt Vesson Eistoric District. Buildings such &s it blend with one znother to create the
significant architectural environrent of the district. This building is a Greek Revival deuble
house built of maescnry with a running bond brick facade, a gable roof, and a high baszm:ont.
The house !s three bays wide and three stories highs There 1s a bzsen:nt entrance in the
south bay. The basement level is faced with marble, and contains a one by cne wood casemznt
window in the central bay. The door appcars to be original, consisting of paneled wood, a
single light, and a small iron grill. A msrble belt course éivides the warble base from the
brick faczde. Marble steps with wrought iron railings (unoriginal) lead to the entrance in
the north bay. The door freme has a plain wood surround énd @n elaborate wood entablature
containing tvo large m2dillions, smaller dentils, and a projecting cornice. The original
door hzs buen modificd: 1t consists of a large pane of glzss in the ugppzr half cnd four
smzller punes of glsss in the lcwer half.

e fenzstration 1s all one ovaer cne douhle hung wood sash vindows with marble sills
and flat archzs. The dliiensicns becoie projgressively shorter at each upper story. The
first floor windows also have siuple wrought iron railings in front of th-n. The second «ud
third floor windoizs have white aluninmus cne ever one storim siadcwse At the Lhird story, tla
1intels are actually within the wood fricie of the wood corndces The siu3le hox cornice
centains dantils 2s walls There is an inturior ond chiinicy in the south wall.

The north and scuth walls of 822 are attmch:d, to B24 and 820, and hcnce ave unchas o rv Sl
Tha vast facede has its southernwost bay and third story expesed, and consists of paint..d
sci.2n bond broick. The windows are two over ti'o and one cver cna double hung woxd = sh

i -
vindswes An iron fire escapa extinds down the hay.

- There is a tvo bay wide, two story high, six bay long back building of partially paintcd
scrson bond bricke. This structure has a shed roof and a brick corbelled cornice. There is
sn oriel window in the second bay from the east end. All windows are wood double hung windows,
Wth a varfety of lights, and mest have aluminum storm windows. The first floor windcwus have
yon grills. The back building has two one story additions: one is two bays long and one is
e bay long, both with shed roofs. The two bay extension is painted cormon bond brick with
wo double hung six over six wood windows with flat arches and subsills. The cne bay
¥tensions is built of painted cinder block, with a shed roof. There is a six over six wood
Mnéow with a wood sill on the addition's west wall znd an aluwinum door with a plain wood
urround on the socuth wall.

The interior still retazins its original floor plan of rooms organized in a line parallel
o a circulation axls, but the rooms have been converted into apartrments with a variety of

urfe finishes applled during recent years. The vestibule has stone parguatry and tha
oors are glazss and weood pan2ls. The hallway itself exhibits lincrusta valnscoting, =nd its

edling h=s plester decoraticon creating a poneled effect. The stalrs are wind-rs with a
ery unus=uzl ralustrede with carved woud p2inels linking cach tz2luster. The n-ial pzost is
JIG-.‘d.
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DESCRIPTION OF FHYSICAL APPEARANRCE

Arsctments contain much of the original molding: architrave surrounds on opznings -
partme

with recding and bullseye blocks=~ bastzhoards, wood prneled deors, and wood {loors.
sirple wood mentels rerain as well.

oot
Som=

The conversion of this structure into &n apartiznt house is typical of the area which
row consists nainly of professicnal offices and zpartrznts. 1In gansral, the buflding still
retains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, and details, Is
a rcsult, the bullding augiments the sp=cial environmznt of the Mount Vernon Bistorie District.
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ATEHERT OF SICNIFI1CANCE

The significance of 822 Park Avenue Park Avenue lies in its architectural contributicon
to the envirciureant of the Mount Veinon Historic District.

The Mount Vernon Historic District is lLoth s Baltimore City District and, in
part, a Nalional Register Mistoric Lendmark District, Mount Vernon was the first
Historic District in Baltimore City, designated in 1964 and expsnded five Liwes to
the current- boundarics, which have leen certified Ly the Department of Lhe Interior
for purposes of the Nistoric Presarvation Tax Incentives. The ordinance creating
the Mount Vernon Historic District also cstalblished the Balticore City Commission
for Mistoric &nd Architectural Preservation ta oversee all changes within the
Distict &nd to recomnend other arcas and buaildings in the City for historic
designation. The Historic District and the Comnission were oulgrowths of the Mount
Vernon Urban Penewal Plan, one of the City's carliest effortea to incorporate
preservation and renovalion of existing structures with rnew developuent. The

3

current Historic District, now encompasses two Urban Renewal Arcas:  loont Yeirnon ond
H+# own-Belvedere,

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew from the early 19th century through the
early 20th_  century  and retsins stiuctures--residential, cor nercial, and
religious—-from that time. The area wag Baltimore's most fashionazble neighborliced
:nd as zuch includes some of the finest architecture in the City, built for ~calihy
reczidents, coongregations, and institutions, snd designed by zrchitects of local ind
netional renown., The greater portinon of (e district was once the estate of Jchn
Toger Moward, revolutionary war patriot and statesizan, His wansion, Belvidere, was
located at +hot is now the 1000 block of North Calvert Street,The conterpiece of the
district is the Voshington Monurent usnd Mount Vernon Plsce, The wmcnusent is the
first fcrial nonnment erected to comnecuenrate George Weshingten and is cae of the
finest ex-sples of wmonumental architecture in the codantry, It w28 erccted from 1815 2
to 1829 snd designed by Hobert Mills, one of the first Auerican born and trained
architecls in the counlry. The developnent of the squares known as Mount Vernon
Place and Yashington Place, dales from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by
Howard's heirs, who then built snme of the first houses. Prior lo the conslruction
of the wonument and the development of the squares, brick working classs houses were
built on Tyson Street, Read Street and North loward Street, the earliest dating from
1810. These buildings still exist, some are residences and others have been
converted to antique shops. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were
designed by Rohert Cary Long Sr. the architect of the Peale Huseum and Davidge Hall.

The area which is now the JHlistoric District continued to develop. Haltimore's
prominent and wealthy residents moved north to the rural area because the land
'd the harbor was rapidly hecoaming industreialized and hecause the Citly wss
flooded with jwmaigrants, vho flocked (o Raltinore to work in the newly established
industrieq, Construction coativmd 1o take place in (lie 1580's and 1830's after the
ard cstate had lteen sald. By the eurly JOIh century, Mount Royal Avcnue and
parts of MHoward Street had heen developed, conpleting the construction in the

fistrict.
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822 Park Avenue
Block 0509, Lot 011
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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